
Year 1 Knowledge Organiser Spring Term
Childhood in the Past

COMPARE Similarities and Differences
• Toys: The toys children played with in Victorian times
often depended on how wealthy their family was. Children from rich 
families played with rocking horses, train sets and doll’s houses. Children 
from poor families tended to play with home-made toys such as peg 
dolls, spinning tops and skipping ropes.
• Schools: Victorian schools were very different to schools today.
They had:
Slate & chalk for writing         Dunce’s hat
Punishment Use of the cane
Very strict teacher  3 R’s (Reading, Writing, Arithmetic)

SOURCES How We know about Childhood in the Past
An artefact is an object from the past. Museums often display historical artefacts. 
Artefacts can tell us about how people used to live. Everyday objects like clothing, 
toys and books can tell us about childhood in the past.

TERMS Key Vocabulary

New Introduced recently or 
discovered for the first time 

Old
Belonging to the past or 
has been around for a long 
time

Modern Something relating to the
present

Past Something that has already 
happened

Present Something that is 
happening now

Future Time still to come

Timeline A representation of a 
period of time 

Family Tree A diagram that shows 
someone’s family

Artefact
An object from the past 
that tells us about how 
people used to live

Childhood Time in a person’s life when 
they are a child

Victorian Period of British History 
during the reign of Queen 
Victoria, from 1837 to 1901

Punishment The penalty received for 
doing something wrong

The Six Stages of 
Human Life

At each stage, people 
have different needs 
responsibilities and 

lifestyles. 


